Graduation remarks

Ladies and Gentlemen: Good afternoon. On behalf of the class of September 2017, let me
welcome very warmly our distinguished guests, professors and families.

What a great moment to be here with You this memorable day. It is a day of pride and joy for
all of us my friends. What a nice end for a story. We all worked very hard to assure a ticket to
this event.

It all started by here. It was in this hall that | had my first class in KCGI. | was seated on that first
raw on your left. After the class, Professor Hasegawa, invited me to the stage. We had a small
talk about my background, the Japanese economy etc. When the time came to good bye each
other, there was one thing that Professor Hasegawa said and still echoing in my ears. With his
Japanese gentleman’s smile, He looked at me and softly said: “Welcome to Japan”. On my way
home, all | was thinking about Is the reason why Pr. Hasegawa said “Welcome to Japan”. He
could have just said welcome to KCGI. This would make more sense to me as a message to be
addressed from the president of the school to a new student. But here | am after two years
living in Kyoto, | can tell you that every person | met during my stay in Kyoto was indeed
considering me a guest of the nation not merely a simple personal guest and it was the same
“welcome to Japan” | saw in people’s face and people’s acts. | don’t think that | would have
found some other place to learn the sense of welcoming and “Omotenashi” other than Kyoto.

Ibaraki sensei, after my first weeks of classes, | start observing things that are culturally
different from where | had been before. But, one behavior astonished me very much. | have
seen the professors of KCGI spending long hours working in their offices. The administrative
staff members were also working very diligently and performing multiple tasks. You find the
same person helping you with your student card in the morning to help you translating a book
or finding a book at the library in the evening. This was very hard for my mind to grasp. Well, it
took me sometime to figure it out. But it was better late than never. | learnt that the best way
to work as a team is to consider your team as your own family. | don’t think that | would have
found some other place to learn the sense of teamwork other than KCGI. As a student, | was
blessed to have been under the care of such a devoted family. From the bottom of my heart, |
would like to thank all the administrative staff. All of You without exceptions. You are the pillar
of the institution. And, it is really hard to imagine it without you. | was also blessed to be under
the supervision of great masters who did not think twice before giving us the support and the
supervision we needed. | would especially want to thank Pr. Hasegawa Koichi for his
unconditional support and supervision.

Now, | would like to say few words to my classmates. | would like to tell you how fortunate | am
to have made your friendship and | wish this friendship grows bigger and bigger. | have learned
a lot from you. This ceremony is milestone in our life. And, it is indeed the commencement of it;
A life full of success and happiness.

Always, always be the one and the only one.

Thank You very much.
Naili Abdallah
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